UK Court Rules Against Britain's New Laws Rimed At Fraud Marriages

LOUNDON
rules m end and
back-door immigration practice of
“sham marriages” have been judged dis-
criminatory to non-Everopean and non-
Christian immigrants and 1ncnmpauo]c
with the "European Convention of
Human Rights.

The extraordinary decision by the
London High Court strikes out the
Briish  governments 14-month-old
crackdown on 2 practice said to mvolve
thousands of non-EU immigranis, most-
Iy immigrants from South Asia.

Britans twough now

expnse the noforons
i

In an ronic comadence, thc court
ruling came
decision on a notorious Brush Indian
couple who have already been jailed for
running a “mardage factory™.

The so-called “marriage factory” run
by Jaswinder and Darshan Gill, “sold”
British passport-holding spouses to ille-
gal immigrants from India in 5 scam that
lasted many years.

But in a separate, significant High
Court decision on Monday, it was ruled
discriminatory to prevent a non-EU
immigrant from marrying at will whilst in
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Fraud Marriage Makers
Strinped 0f Assets

LONDON - A couple of Indian on-
gin, who made marriage a profitable
business, converting their home into a
factory for Indian men wanting to skip
immigration procedures, have been
stripped of neardy 1 million pound of
assets by a British court.

Jaswinder Gill (43) and her husband
Darshan (42) ﬂr'rnng-'[f scores of E'-r-gn-.
weddings for 10,000 pound a time.
Isteworth Crown Court ordered the con-
fiscaton of 849,300 pound from
Jaswinder and 130,000 pound from her
husband.

1y 2000, Gt was .'l!lpl.tauhc;l fs 110
years. by the same court for aiding illegal
entry to the UK and perverting the
course of justice.

Darshan, a subordinate to his wife’s
will, was sentenced to six years for con-
| spiding to facilitate illegal entry.

In their bizarre business, the couple
conned young British Asian women into
flving to India by offering them lucrative
CONLracts mndelhug bridal wear. Once in

India, the women found themselves mar-.

rying strangers desperate for a life in
Britain.

A victim, wha refused to go through
ith the plans, was. loftin abatel room

with two men and threatened with rape
unless she co-operated. The couple ran
their illegal business from their home in
Hayes, West London, berween 2000 and
2004,

While wealthy Indians paid the Gills
up to 14,000 pound to set up the cere-
monies, some of the bogus brides earned
fess than 1,000 E‘hrlilf!ll

Fifteen sham marriaces were ident-
Fied belteve there
many more pomnung w 325,60 pound
that was channelled through two of the
Gills’ bank accounts alone. They believe
-I n FEK.I.“
around #1 million.
that Gill

bui deigc WEre

1IIJL L"uElii. il lJ-\_ﬂ_‘,l-l LIMEFT oY c-i-
weddings, nerting

Yesterday, the court heard
earned at least 10,000 pound for each
mardage she set up, and that the cash
directly traceable to the marriages was
150,000 pound. The couple owned two
homes and a string of expensive cars.
They had transferred 496,000 pound to
India and Jaswinder Gill’s bank account
contained 250,000 pound. Jaswinder
faces a ‘farther four years in jail if she
fails to pay the 850,000 pound within 18
months.

Darshan faces an extra two vears if
n he do‘_’%p-ﬁ up in il m.:h-: Samre _pt:nurl
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the UK.

From February 2005, people born
outside the EU and whe hold a mere six-
month Britsh visa, must seek special per-
mission from the Home Office to marry.

Thus rule applies only to non-ELU vis-

DL.{JPEI[IE 1o the Hindua,
Sikh, Muslim or any faith other
than Church of En_h.]dﬁd. It is
not vet clear if the government
will appeal against the court
ruling,

The judge said the rules
were unreasonable and
breached human rights, in a
remarkable echo of immigra-
ton acovists’ complaines that it
was discniminate

t immigrants on religious
g_munrjs_

Definitive figures are not
available but pearly 4,000
“sham marnages” are thought
to have taken place in 2004,
just months before the new rules were
introduced.

In the Indian-dominant London area
of Brent, marriage registrars said almost
a fifth of all weddings were bogus.
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“The vast majority of these |mE]\-dn—
ais ... are coming nere for a beter way of
Iite. and for !J’}E‘IH-;!ﬂ[‘I tex renntre with their
Winchell
about 10 of them are under the age of

18.

tamilies,” said, adding that

RCMP Insp. Dan Malo, who lead the
Canadian investigauve team, added that
almost all of the people who were smug-
gled would only have been able ro pay
§5,000 ro $10,000 up front and would
therefore be indebted to the criminal ring
after their arrival in the US.

However, he said police found no
evidence of sex slavery in the invesdga-
1on.

Explaining how the system worked,
Mercer said the smugg]erc would provide

their customers with forged documents,
which investigators believe were pro-
duced overseas.
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dler. After clearing customs, the people
wold return the P[q.:ﬂr documents so
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aperations, Mercer said.

He said the people being smuggled
would then flv to Vancouver where they
would wait in a “safe house” until the
time came to sneak into the US. through
remaote areas between crossings.

Oince across the border, most of the
people were taken to a hotel in the Seartle
area and then flown to their final destina-
tions within the US,, police said.

Officials on both side of the border
said the operation took close coopera-
tion, and cveryone involved called it a
model for future cross-border investiga-
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